
 

 

MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE KENDRICK CITY COUNCIL 

JULY 21, 2014 

 

At 7:01 PM Mayor Mark Lapinskas opened the regular meeting and led in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Present were council members Jeremy Alexander, Adriaan Geurtsen, and 

Matt Kathanimane, and maintenance supervisor Steve Howerton, and city clerk Barb 

Wilson.  Council member Sarah Miles was absent.  Guests present were Latah County 

Commissioner Richard (Dick) Walser, Sandy Rollins and Mike Neelon from Latah 

County Disaster Services, Rose Norris, Kendrick Fire Dept. and citizens Mike Towne 

and Lisa Kathanimane. 

 

Mark introduced and welcomed Latah County Commissioner Richard (Dick) Walser. 

 

Sandy Rollins with Latah County Disaster Services came to give an update and announce 

that she is retiring September 30, after 19 years of service.  She will continue with the 

Volunteer Programs, which had 19 events this year.  The Community Emergency 

Response Team is the most active in the State of Idaho.  They were present at the Locust 

Blossom Festival.  Sandy stated that Kendrick has not had representation at the local 

emergency planning meetings that meet every other even month (Feb., April, June, Aug., 

Oct. and Dec.) on Thursday mornings.  Sandy said she would be willing to represent the 

City of Kendrick at these meetings.  The council said they would appreciate her 

representing our town.  Sandy introduced her replacement, Mike Neelon, who is currently 

with Latah County Sheriff’s office.  He will begin shadowing Sandy, August 1, and will 

take over on October 1.  Mike knows the county and the area.  Mark thanked Sandy for 

her service.  Rose also thanked Sandy for her grant writing on behalf of the City of 

Kendrick.  The City of Kendrick has received $70,000 since 2009 from grants that Sandy 

has written.  The funds available to the county have decreased significantly.  She used to 

receive $300,000 and now has $58,000 for all of Latah County.  Sandy has focused on 

communications such as radios, headsets and laptops.  She recently helped Deary obtain 

$30,000 for new sirens.  She was able to get them $15,000 in grant money and the Latah 

County Commissioner’s contributed $7,500.  The town of Deary raised the balance. 

 

James Ollum asked to speak to the city council about having chickens.  He did not come 

to the council meeting.  Barb said that James has requested to be able to have chickens, 

which our current ordinance does not allow.  Barb said she had a request from another 

citizen that would also like to have chickens.  Matt said that he checked with Deary, 

Troy, Genesee and Juliaetta and that they all allow chickens.  Barb asked the council to 

be thinking about whether or not they would like to amend the ordinance to allow 

chickens. 

 

Mike Towne asked to be added to the agenda.  Jeremy made a motion, with Adriaan 

seconding to allow Mike to be on the agenda.  Mike said his wife’s purse was stolen out 

of her car (that was parked behind their home) on Sunday, July 20 around 9:30 AM.  

Mike would like to see the city form some type of committee for security or a 

neighborhood watch, maybe in conjunction with the City of Juliaetta.  Mike has had 

several years of law enforcement and would be interested in being on the committee.  

Mark suggested that we encourage citizens to report incidences to the Latah County 

Sheriff.  Richard Walser said the Latah County Commissioners recently discussed 

security in Latah County and they fully support citizen participation. 



 

 

 

Mike Towne asked the Urban Forestry Committee for permission to remove a black 

locust tree in front of his building at 807 E. Main Street.  He would like to put in a curb 

cut and is working with Idaho Transportation Dept. to obtain a permit.  ITD asked Mike 

for a traffic flow report.  Mike said the average person goes in and out of a driveway 8 - 

10 times a day, but he did not think that their use would be that frequent.  Mike asked to 

meet with the building inspector when he comes tomorrow, to discuss whether it is really 

necessary to hire and architect or engineer to look at the current building to see if it could 

support a garage door.  Mike said he received an estimate from Bob’s Garage and that he 

would be adding an 11 ¾” beam to support the weight of the garage door which would 

not be more than 100 pounds at any given point.  Mike thought the cost of an engineer or 

architect would make the project cost prohibitive. 

 

Jeremy made a motion with Adriaan seconding to accept the Urban Forestry 

recommendation to allow the locust tree to be removed in front of his building at 807 E. 

Main Street.  All were in favor.  The council decided that Mike did not have to wait to 

remove the tree until he had the ITD permit, because the tree would eventually have died 

and would have needed to be removed anyway. 

 

The minutes from the June 9, regular meeting were reviewed.  Matt made a motion and 

Jeremy seconded to approve the minutes.  All were in favor. 

 

The disbursements were reviewed.  Matt made a motion and Adriaan seconded to 

approve the disbursements.  All were in favor.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS:  None 

 

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT:  

 

Steve said that our engineer with MWW, Stuart Hurley, said they are ready to get started.  

The funding from the Community Block Grant that CEDA obtained for the city is ready 

to go.  Stuart has 2 quotes for a survey. 

 

Steve spent 3 hours today with the Army Corps of Engineers for inspections of our 

levees.  They told Steve they give all levees minimally acceptable status unless they are 

new levees.  The Corp. now requires pre-visit paperwork.  Steve spent 48.5 hours ($1220 

of wages) this year clearing the levee.  The city should receive their report in 3 - 4 weeks.  

Jeremy asked about the building on the levee and the road encroachment.  These still 

need to be addressed. 

 

There was an incident with the pick-up.  The maintenance helper cut across a rock by the 

trail restrooms and damaged the underneath side of the city truck.  The estimate to repair 

the truck is around $1800.  Our insurance should cover the damage but we will have a 

$500 deductible. 

 

Steve asked permission to attending the Idaho Rural Water Association conference in 

Coeur d’Alene September 10 and 11.  The cost of the conference is $200, plus lodging 

and food.  He will drive the city truck so there will not be mileage costs.  Jeremy made a 

motion with Adriaan seconding to allow Steve to attend the conference.  All were in 

favor. 



 

 

 

Steve said the chlorine ran out at the pool and then was too high the next day. 

 

TREASURERS REPORT: 

 

Barb gave a report that included the cash flow report.  As of June 30, we have 

$363,496.28 in all combined accounts.  Some of the large revenues we received were 

$451.13 from Property Taxes, $2337 from State Liquor Fund, $1056.95 from the Urban 

Forestry Grant and $2305.00 in RV Park Rent.  The quarterly report will be published on 

Sunday, July 27.  We received $300 from the JK Recreation District for Urban Forestry 

maintenance expenses for FY2015.   The City of Juliaetta contributed $500 to the pool. 

 

URBAN FORESTRY – Matt Kathanimane – The committee met to discuss the tree 

removal request from Mike Towne.  Dave Klatt took a job as a sub for the post office, so 

he won’t be able to water the trees for now.  Matt offered to water the trees for now.  

Since he is a council member, Matt cannot be paid for watering the trees.  

 

PLANNING & ZONING - Sarah Miles - No Report 

 

PARK & REC - Adriaan Geurtsen - No Report 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT - Jeremy Alexander – Rose said there are about 6 – 8 members 

between Kendrick and Juliaetta.  There is a shortage of volunteers for Fire Departments 

across the state.  Both Troy and Genesee recently had to call for mutual aid.  Tuesday is 

the annual Fire Chief’s meeting in Moscow.  Rose said they needed to change the lock 

into the Fire Bay to meet HIPPA requirements.  A key was also recently stolen and the 

side door has been found unlocked twice so she will look into changing all the locks at 

the Fire Hall.  Mark suggested looking at Trilogy Lock key pads.  Rose reminded the 

council to take home the Emergency Operations Planning binder to read.  Cars have been 

driving the wrong way on the one way street on 6th Street that goes into the Fire Hall. 

 

SWAC – Mark Lapinskas – No Report 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:    

 

Mark said the radar speed sign that we would like to get for Kendrick are $2600, and an 

additional $275 if we want it to record the information which could be downloaded to a 

laptop and given to law enforcement.  It does not collect any personal data, such as the 

license plate.  Mark applied for a $2600 grant with Walmart.  The sign runs on 120AC 

and has a bash plate to prevent vandalism.  It has a 2 year warranty.  Mark will draft a 

letter to JK Recreation District, the Lion’s Club and local businesses asking them for 

donations.  He will also check to see if we qualify for the Idaho Safe Route to Schools 

grant.  We would eventually like to have two signs, one for each direction, but would like 

to get one for now.  The sign could be moved to different locations around town. 

 

Mark stated there are several issues in the community right now having to do with crime 

and he has received complaints from citizens.  Citizens need to have an awareness for 

what is going on in the community and if they witness a crime they need to contact the 

Latah County Sheriff.  Mark is going to meet with Sheriff Wayne Rausch.  The city needs 



 

 

to decide what action we want to take.  We will put law enforcement on the agenda for 

the August council meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:    

 

A tree limb fell on a resident’s vehicle and caused damage to the sun roof and door.  

They do not have comprehensive insurance on the vehicle.  The tree is on city property.  

Matt said he served on a tree committee in Boise and frequently when tree limbs fell it 

was covered under homeowners insurance.  Barb checked with ICRMP (our insurance) 

and they said 90% of the time, the city is not responsible.  They are sometimes 

responsible if negligence can be proven.  The tree does need some pruning, but the limb 

that fell was a green limb.  Steve will have a tree company that is coming to town 

tomorrow give us an estimate on trimming the tree. 

 

Dale Lisher requested to purchase Lot 10, Block 26 from the city.  Dale owns lots 1 – 9 

and he would like to purchase lot 10 to build a shop.  Dale would like to come in off lot 9 

and excavate to the level of his driveway.  The lot is 50 X 100.  Steve said we have to 

maintain a 50 foot radius.  If the Sweeney property is eventually developed the city might 

need the property for Avista to put power poles on.  We might also need the property if 

we put in a booster.  Steve has heard that cities should not give up land they own because 

most likely they will not be able to get it back if they need it.  Mark and Steve walked the 

property.  There is an 8 foot main that come through the center of the lot off of B Street. 

 

Jeremy made a motion to keep the property to maintain the 50 foot radius and keep the 

distance for the 8” main.  Adriaan seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 

 

Barb read a letter from Diana Arnett who has Durable Power of Attorney for Betty 

Arnett.  Betty had a broken water pipe in May that resulted in a $422.76 water usage bill.   

Matt made a motion with Jeremy seconding to reduce the water portion of the bill by 

half.  Barb will give Betty a credit for $211.38. 

 

Barb reviewed the draft of the budget.  Please carefully review the budget and come to 

the workshop prepared to present changes if you have any. 

 

The budget workshop on Monday, July 28, will be at 6:30 PM at City Hall. 

 

At 9:18 Adriaan made a motion with Matt seconding it to adjourn the meeting.  All were 

in favor.   

 

      ___________________________________ 

      Mark Lapinskas, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Barb Wilson, Clerk/Treasurer 


