
 

 

MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE KENDRICK CITY COUNCIL 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2014 

 

 

At 7:00 PM Mayor Mark Lapinskas opened the regular meeting and led in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Present were council members Jeremy Alexander, Adriaan Geurtsen, Matt 

Kathanimane, and Sarah Miles, maintenance supervisor Steve Howerton, and city clerk 

Barb Wilson.  Guest present was Stuart Hurley with Mountain Waterworks. 

 

Support for JK7 – not discussed. 

 

Stuart gave an update on our sewer upgrade project.  The EID (Environment Information 

Document) is in progress.  All agencies have been notified and it is almost completed.  

The next step is to send the preliminary engineering plan to DEQ.  The geotechnical 

testing results, on the land we own adjacent to the sewer lagoons, revealed that the site is 

not suitable for Rapid Infiltration Basins.  There is 8 - 10 inches of clay on the surface 

and this is not what we expected.  The National Resource Conservation Service did not 

show that there should have been clay there.  We can still move forward with Phase 1 

minus the rapid infiltration with four areas of construction:  collection system repairs, 

influent flow metering, lagoon lining and sludge dredging and disinfection upgrades.  The 

state hopes to take over NPDES Permits and will most likely be more lenient that the 

EPA.  There is the potential for Phase 2 Facility Plan and potentially EID amendments 

could be a post-lagoon treatment as needed for NPDES permit.  We could do the heart of 

the upgrade now which will buy us a couple years to at least 2016.  We could then 

possibly negotiate a 5 year compliance schedule.  The block grant is in place for Phase 1.  

Kelly Dahlquist with Clearwater Economic Development Association thinks we might be 

able to apply for another block grant for Phase 2, which may be up to $500,000 this time.  

Stuart reviewed the anticipated schedule for Phase 1 in 2015.  Phase 2 would be in the 

2016 – 2017 time-frame.  We received a letter from DEQ offering funding, but USDA 

RD has more grant money available than DEQ. 

 

High School Community Service Day Projects.  There was not a representative present.  

Barb gave a brief overview that the Kendrick High School has a community service day 

in October.  The city does not have any specific projects in October. 

 

The minutes from the August 18, regular meeting were reviewed and one correction was 

made.  Matt made a motion and Jeremy seconded to approve the minutes as corrected.  

All were in favor. 

 

The disbursements were reviewed.  Jeremy made a motion and Sarah seconded to 

approve the disbursements.  All were in favor.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

 

Barb read a letter from Mike Morgan regarding his variance request.  The council 

decided that he needs to go through P&Z before he can proceed with his building. 

 

 

 



 

 

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT:  

 

Steve reviewed a letter from Fish & Game requesting to install a concrete block (dead 

man anchor) on the city levee to attach their trap used to sample juvenile steelhead near 

the mouth of Big Bear Creek, adjacent to the Kendrick High School football field.  The 

council had no objections to their request. 

 

Steve has a local person that would like to do some community service for the City.  

Steve asked the council if it was ok for him to lay out projects for the person and allow 

the person to perform the hours on the weekend.  The liability falls on the county.  The 

council was in agreement that the person could do community service on the weekends. 

 

Steve has been looking for a 1 ton flatbed for his snow plow.  He found one in Juliaetta.  

He is waiting for an estimate on the re-fabrication.  It should be less than $2600.  After 

that work is done, the truck will go to Spokane to have the plow installed. 

 

Steve would like to take vacation October 8 – 22.  He will ask Bill Fey to cover while he 

is gone. 

 

TREASURERS REPORT: 

 

Barb gave a report that included the cash flow report.  As of August 31, we have 

$342,743.69 in all combined accounts.  Some of the large revenues we received were 

$2535.90 from Property Taxes, $2645.97 from Sales Tax Inventory Phase Out, $2757.00 

from State Liquor fund, and $1425 in RV Park Rent.  Barb spoke with Rebecca at 

Presnell Gage and the cost is $130/hour for her or $240/hour for Mitch to come out to the 

city and go over financial questions.  Barb will look into meeting with the Moscow 

financial officer to see if he can answer some of her questions before meeting with 

Presnell Gage.  The audit has been set for Monday, October 27.  Urban Forestry did not 

spend their grant money this summer and it was not put in the budget to carry forward 

their money.  They will have $600 to spend in FY2015.  If we amend the budget for 

another purpose, we will add their $764.73 to the budget, otherwise it will be carried 

forward in FY2016.  Barb asked if she could attend a PRIMA class on October 7, in 

Moscow.  The council said yes.  Barb asked to take vacation on October 16. 

 

URBAN FORESTRY – Matt Kathanimane – No Report 

 

PLANNING & ZONING - Sarah Miles - No Report 

 

PARK & REC - Adriaan Geurtsen – No Report 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT - Jeremy Alexander – No Report 

 

SWAC – Mark Lapinskas – No Report 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:    

 

Mark wrote a letter asking businesses to contribute money for speed signs.  We are still 

waiting for a response from Walmart on the grant request. 

 



 

 

Sarah read through the summons the city received on a property on Wheeler Street.  She 

said no response is required from the city. 

 

A discussion continued on the dust generated by Primeland.  Mark drove around town 

and agreed there is a lot of dust being generated by them.  The city does need to consider 

that we do live in an agricultural area.  Steve called Amber Rand with the DEQ to find 

out what type of complaints they have received about it and what she has discussed with 

Primeland.  Amber said no air quality tests have been taken so we don’t know if they are 

violating any standards.  DEQ does not have equipment that can monitor the particulate.  

They may be able to borrow some equipment from the EPA.  Steve spoke with Jesse at 

Primeland.  He said the biggest dust issue is when they dump the grain.  They have been 

talking about putting in a dust collection system.  Jeremy said that the fans are extremely 

loud, so that may not actually be a very good option.  The city made a public records 

request with DEQ to get copies of the complaints that have been filed and what action has 

been taken.  The city will set up a meeting the Ken Blakeman with Primeland, Amber 

Rand with DEQ, Mark, Steve and Jeremy. 

 

Barb reported that there are no costs to the city to get set up with Access Idaho so utility 

customers could pay their utility bills with a credit card.  Access Idaho can host the 

website and will also provide a credit card reader to the city for no charge.  The council 

wants Barb to proceed in getting set up with Access Idaho.   

 

NEW BUSINESS:    

 

A wage increase for FY2015 was discussed.  Sarah made a motion with Adriaan 

seconding to give both Steve and Barb 50 cent/hour increases.  All were in favor.  (This 

will take affect October 1.) 

 

Barb presented medical insurance options.  It appears that Blue Cross of Idaho still has 

the best rates.  She presented three different options.  The council decided to keep the 

insurance we already have as the rates went down for this year. 

 

The council discussed the surplus wood that we have on our property adjacent to our 

sewer lagoons.  Jeremy suggested allowing charitable organizations to use the wood as a 

fund raiser.  The city will contact the Kendrick High School and offer the wood to the 

sports teams and clubs.  The adults will need to sign waivers and no one under 18 will be 

allowed to use a chain saw.  Steve will cut the trees down and the organizations will be 

required to cut the wood into firewood sized pieces.  The city will not charge any fees.  

No private citizens will be allowed to take wood at this time. 

 

Adriaan handed out his ideas for the city.  He asked the council to review it and to add 

their ideas.  We will discuss the ideas at the November council meeting.  Mark believes 

in limited government involvement.  There are some issues that the city can deal with.   

 

Barb said that Jim McNall with ICRMP (our risk management company) would be 

willing to come to our December 15, council meeting and give an overview of the 

council’s responsibilities and open meeting laws. 

 



 

 

No citizens have come forward expressing interest in being on a pool committee.  A 

couple citizens have said that if someone wants to head the group, they would be willing 

to be on the pool committee. 

 

The city is not taking in enough money in admissions and donations to keep up with the 

pool expenses.  The city will send a letter to JK Recreation District asking them to 

increase the amount given to the city for the pool.  Since the city is contributing $1000 

for trail maintenance every year, we are essentially only getting a net of $4000 from JK 

Recreation.  JK Recreation District was formed for the pool and the city used to receive 

½ of the tax money, now we are only receiving about ¼ of the tax money. 

 

The RV Park is currently full and the council discussed the number of long term renters 

that we have.  Barb will check with our attorney to find out how to let some of the tenants 

know that we are not going to allow them to stay long term.  The city will draft a letter to 

a couple of the tenants asking them to make other arrangements. 

 

Law enforcement is an ongoing issue and will continue to be discussed at each council 

meeting. 

 

At 9:40 Jeremy made a motion with Adriaan seconding it to adjourn the meeting.  All 

were in favor.   

 

 

 

      ___________________________________ 

      Mark Lapinskas, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Barb Wilson, Clerk/Treasurer 


