
 

 

MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE KENDRICK CITY COUNCIL 

FEBRUARY 23, 2015 

 

 

At 6:02 PM Council President Jeremy Alexander opened the regular meeting and led in the 

Pledge of Allegiance.  Present were council members Matt Kathanimane and Sarah Miles, 

maintenance supervisor Steve Howerton, and city clerk Barb Wilson.  Guests present were Latah 

County Commissioner Tom Lamar, Pat Vaughan from the Latah County Assessor’s Office, and 

citizens Lisa Kathanimane, Danean Brown, and Alvin Schmidt. 

 

Tom Lamar, who is the newest of the three Latah County Commissioners, came to introduce 

himself to the council.  He said the entire commission is open to hearing from the citizens.  Sarah 

said that there is a lot of crime happening in Kendrick and Juliaetta.  She asked if the 

commissioners have the ability to ask the Latah County Sheriff for more coverage in our area 

since they set the budget.  Tom said the sheriff is responsible to oversee the coverage but the 

commissioner would want to know if the response time isn’t good or if issues aren’t being 

addressed.  Citizens need to report suspicious activity.  A lot of citizens are afraid of the backlash 

if they report a crime.  Drugs are the catalyst to the crime but the result is a lot of petty theft and 

the stealing of gas.  Tom asked about the erosion on the trail where the damage occurred two 

years ago.  He said he talked to Andy Grant with Latah County Parks & Recreation about it.  

Steve confirmed that there is new erosion and Kendrick may need to request financial assistance 

from the county to repair the damage. 

 

Pat Vaughan made a courtesy call to let the council know the Latah County Assessor’s office 

will be reappraising Kendrick this year.  Increases in assessment do not raise more tax revenue.  

Cities are allowed to increase the property tax revenue by 3% each year (plus new construction).  

Values are looked at every year.  Once every five years they do a physical inspection appraisal, 

like they are doing this year.  He said the Circuit Breaker Program is available to senior citizens, 

the disabled and to people on a fixed income of $29,100 net income after medical deductions.  

They can receive up to $1320 in property tax reductions.  The county does not want them to be 

taxed out of their homes. 

 

Property owner Danean Brown said her house on A Street sustained water damage to her house 

and carpet after a severe rain event on December 22.  She pumped 200 gallons of water out of 

the house.  She does not have flood insurance.  She was asking the city to pay for her damages.  

This is the second time her house has flooded.  The first time was from an overflow of the lower 

reservoir.  She did not notify the city of the water damage last time.  The city did take 

responsibility for the reservoir overflow and damages were covered by ICRMP at the time, but 

since she did not make a claim her damage was not paid for.  Her house is built into the bank.  

Steve had suggested in a letter to Danean that she put in a drainage ditch to prevent water 

damage in the future.  Matt, who lives further down the hill, said he took out truck loads of dirt 

and back filled with tar and a drain field to protect his house from water damage.  The rain event 

on December 22 was a major amount of water and the rain carried 8 - 10 feet of gravel into the 

culvert.  The culvert was clear before the heavy rain.  There was no neglect of the part of the 

city.  Our attorney counseled the council that the city was not responsible.  The council 

concurred with our attorney and the city will not be reimbursing Danean for any damage. 

 

 



 

 

The minutes from the January 26, regular meeting were reviewed.  Matt made a motion and 

Sarah seconded to approve the minutes.  All were in favor. 

 

The disbursements were reviewed.  Sarah made a motion and Matt seconded to approve the 

disbursements.  All were in favor.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS:  None 

 

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT:  

 

Steve sent in a Community Assistance Worksheet to the Department of Water Resources.  The 

questions pertained to flood issues and building construction in flood areas.  The 1987 Flood 

Plain Ordinance says that our building inspector is the flood plain administrator. 

 

Steve will be ordering the paint for the pool.  It is on sale $10 off a gallon if we order by 3/31. 

 

Mountain Waterworks is coming tomorrow to review the last details on collection system survey 

from the High School to 9th Street.  That is our #1 priority.  The design appeared to exclude the 

second section from Wheeler to the lagoons.  This has a priority level of 2, but Steve thinks the 

bottom portions are  just as important and that this portion of the project should be done now as 

well.  The current plan includes relining the lagoons, the chlorine system and flow meters.  Rapid 

infiltration has been removed from the plan due to the clay soil (that goes down about 16 feet) on 

the newer property.  The city needs to send a letter to DEQ that states we have removed rapid 

infiltration as an option.  Jeremy asked if MWW looked into removing the clay so we would be 

able to do rapid infiltration.  He asked if it could be dug out.  Jeremy wants to be sure that this 

upgrade is being done right rather than having to spend money later down the road.   Steve will 

ask MWW about the costs to remove the dirt.  Due to heavy rain, the flows went from 31,000 to 

61,000 overnight.  Since we don’t know what the new EPA requirements will be we want to be 

sure we are doing the best upgrade for a long term fix.  Ammonia and phosphorus are the big 

issues expected to come in the next 10 years.  The council would like MWW to come to the next 

council meeting to give and update on where we are and to confirm that rapid infiltration is no 

longer a valid option.   

 

TREASURERS REPORT: 

 

Barb gave a report that included the cash flow report.  As of January 31, we have $425,050.84 in 

all combined accounts.  The large revenue checks that were received were $54,700.56 from 

Property Taxes, $5,903.32 from Highway to City, $2,178 from State Liquor Fund, $2,612.47 

from Highway User Fund, $2907.97 from State Revenue Share $1250 in RV Park Rent, $278.50 

from Building Permits, $750 from Liquor Licenses and $1248.08 from the Avista Franchise Fee.  

Barb is planning to take vacation March 16 & 17.  She reminded the council that the next council 

meeting will be March 23.  

 

URBAN FORESTRY – Matt Kathanimane – Urban Forestry met on February 10.  They are still 

looking at tree signage.  They are planning to plant a crab apple as part of the Arbor Day 

Celebration and Clean-up on April 25. 

 

PLANNING & ZONING - Sarah Miles – Cynthia Nye is still working on the P&Z Ordinance 

changes.  Sarah asked if we need to include all the chicken details in the P&Z ordinance or if we 

could just require a special use permit.  A discussion took place.  If we don’t have the 



 

 

requirements in the form of an ordinance, the city would not be able to enforce the rules.  Sarah 

will add the chicken ordinance to the P&Z ordinance. 

 

PARK & REC – Jeremy Alexander – Jeremy attended the Park & Rec. District meeting on 

February 16, and requested the $20,000+ money that they were holding for the pool. 

 

SWAC – Mark Lapinskas – No Report 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT – Jeremy reported that the ISO Fire Rating will be conducted by the 

Idaho Survey & Rating Bureau in early April.  Last time they came they gave us a better rating 

(level 5) which lowered the insurance rates.  We need more volunteers for the Fire Dept. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:    

 

The council would like to invite Sheriff Wayne Rausch to attend our council meeting on March 

23 to discuss the crime in Kendrick (and Juliaetta).  They would also like to invite Latah County 

Judge John Judge and Latah County Prosecutor Bill Thompson to attend the meeting as well.  

Sarah said she would be willing to go to a Latah County Commissioners meeting if the council 

would like her to.  Barb said that the Sheriff’s department is planning to bring a speed sign that 

shows a driver’s speed down to Kendrick for a week or two.  They will store it at the Fire Hall at 

night. 

 

Mayor Mark Lapinskas joined the council meeting a little before 8:00 and presided over the rest 

of the meeting. 

 

Mark said he talked to Sheriff Rausch about whether they would like to have an office set-up at 

the Fire Hall in Kendrick for the officers to use.  He said they would be interested.  They would 

need to provide their own computer.  They would then have access to a phone and restrooms. 

 

The pool survey was reviewed.  A few minor changes were made.   

 

Steve talked to Richard Abrams about the multiple Money Savers that are being thrown and left 

on citizen’s lawns.  Richard said he would be delivering the next day and that he would pick up 

the extra papers that he saw on the ground.  He said that it is the policy of the Money Saver that 

if there are 3 papers on the ground they are no longer to deliver to that address.  The council will 

see if this rectifies the problem.  If not, we the city will contact the Money Saver directly. 

 

Cynthia Nye is still in the process of updating the P&Z Ordinance. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:    

 

Matt said there will be a Town Hall meeting with the State on March 11 at the Grange Hall to 

provide information on creating a Historic District in downtown Kendrick.  They want to dispel 

any concerns that the citizens may have.  It will take support from the City and every business 

property owner for this to move forward.  This will not cause property owners to have to comply 

with any building regulations; it is really more of an economic feather in the cap of the town. 

 

Latah Sanitation is increasing garbage rates to the city by 1.37%.  The council decided not to 

increase garbage rates to the residents at this time. 

 



 

 

Flyers were mailed to the high schools in Kendrick, Troy and Deary that announce that the City 

of Kendrick is accepting applications for Lifeguards for the 2015 pool season.  Barb will send a 

letter with an application to the lifeguards that may be wanting to return this year. 

 

Barb read a letter from Adriaan Geurtsen dated February 10, that we was resigning as a council 

member.  Mark will need to appoint another person to fill the vacancy until January 2016. 

 

Jeremy said that he would be the liaison to the JK Recreation District until a new council 

member is appointed. 

 

At 8:30 Sarah made a motion with Jeremy seconding it to adjourn the meeting.  All were in 

favor.   

 

 

      ___________________________________ 

      Mark Lapinskas, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Barb Wilson, Clerk/Treasurer 


