
 

 

MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE KENDRICK CITY COUNCIL 

MARCH 23, 2015 

 

 

At 6:00 PM Mayor Mark Lapinskas opened the regular meeting and led in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Present were council members Jeremy Alexander, Matt Kathanimane, and Sarah 

Miles, maintenance supervisor Steve Howerton, and city clerk Barb Wilson.  Guests present 

were Jim Marston (to be appointed to the City Council), Latah County Sheriff, Wayne Rausch, 

Latah County Prosecutor, Bill Thompson, Latah County Deputies Darren Duke and Brannon 

Jordon, Stuart Hurley with Mountain Waterworks, Richard Jackson and Chris St. Germaine from 

Inland Cellular and Kendrick and Juliaetta citizens Amy Clemenhagen, Kayla Helsor, Andy 

Tweit, Paul Rush, Bob Hasscado, Pete and Lisa Kashmitter, Marsha Schoeffler, Richard 

Groseclose, Aaron Heinen, John Schmidt, Val and Rose Norris, Lee and Beth Cannon, Vicky Jo 

Witt, Lisa Kathanimane and Steve Brooks. 

 

Matt made a motion with Sarah seconding to appoint James (Jim) Marston to the Kendrick City 

Council.  All were in favor.  Jim was then sworn in by Mayor Mark Lapinskas and Jim joined the 

council for the duration of the meeting. 

 

The mayor invited Latah County Prosecutor, Bill Thompson, and Latah County Sheriff, Wayne 

Rausch, to attend the council meeting to discuss crime in Kendrick and to seek solutions to this 

growing problem. 

 

Bill Thompson has 5 full time deputy prosecutors.  He explained how the system works.  He is 

proud to be the Latah County Prosecutor. 

 

Wayne Rausch said he has 22 deputies and he manages around 53 employees. 

 

Sarah thanked them for coming and said we appreciate their time.  She said when she moved to 

her house on Main Street in Kendrick that speeding was the original issue, but that theft has sky 

rocketed with the increased drug activity.  She said she has noticed increased patrols lately. 

 

Bill said that everything is initiated by a call.  They rely on the sheriff’s office to bring them 

cases.  If they feel the case warrants it, they press charges and ask questions of the sheriff.  The 

decision to prosecute is not based on the severity of the crime, but rather admissible evidence.  

The majority of the case load is petty theft.  They will prosecute if there is evidence but cannot 

use hearsay.  They must have a 1st person eye witness.  Bill said he is available to take phone 

calls or emails.   

 

Mark said we are working with the Kendrick Fire Department to set up a sub-station in Kendrick 

for the sheriff’s deputies. 

 

Jim said the speed sign at the west end of town is 35, but then becomes 25 at the corner.  He 

would like to see the speed sign changed to 25. 

 

Sheriff Rausch said they can’t respond if citizens don’t make a call/complaint.  Vehicles and 

houses that are left unlocked are a problem.  They are making an effort to help the City of 

Kendrick out.  He said they receive a lot of complaints about trucks speed through town but the 

trucks appear to be going faster than they are.  



 

 

 

The City of Kendrick is working towards acquiring donations to purchase speed display signs.  

Gritman Medical Center donated $260. 

 

Sheriff Rausch said no new employees have been added in 16 years.  Due to budget cuts, he said 

the Latah County Commissioners told him to eliminate the graveyard shift.  From 3:00 AM – 

7:00 AM the deputies are only on call.  He said the commissioners aren’t funding the need.  He 

said no one from the public attends the budget meetings.   

 

A citizen asked what we can do as a community.  It was asked if the name of the citizen is public 

knowledge when they call the sheriff with a complaint or concern.  They said citizens fear 

retaliation.  It is public record who made the initial call.  They try to be sensitive to privacy and 

try to restrict the identity of the caller.  Citizens can ask to have confidentiality.  If it goes to 

court the identity of the person filing the complaint has to be given to the accused.  They need to 

know the name of the person filing the complaint so they can ask further questions if needed. 

 

The sheriff said in the past he has attended two neighborhood watch presentation in the 

Kendrick/Juliaetta area and that nothing ever came from the meeting.  He said neighborhood 

watch programs can be very effective. 

 

Bill said they cannot prosecute without an eye witness willing to testify in court.  If a citizen 

fears retaliation, they can ask the judge for a non-contact order directed to the defendant.  If the 

defendant has contact with the witness after that (and the sheriff has been notified of the contact) 

that the defendant is re-arrested. 

 

Matt thanked Sheriff Rausch and Prosecutor Thompson for being at the meeting.  He said one of 

the frustrations with the citizens is how quickly the criminals are getting out of jail.  Community 

service seems like it is not a very severe punishment. 

 

Sheriff Rausch said it is just as frustrating to them that the criminals have a revolving door. 

 

Another citizen said the crime level is frustrating.  We can’t do anything by ourselves.  We need 

to be organized as a community and start taking more actions ourselves. 

 

Sarah asked if they have a structure in place for neighborhood watch.  Deputy Duke has been to 

neighborhood watch training.  The sheriff’s office doesn’t run the program, but they facilitate it.  

The citizens need to take the lead. 

 

Sarah said if makes the citizens feel good when they see sheriff cars patrolling the town. 

 

Another citizen said marijuana has become accepted by society.  This citizen sees a lot of drug 

activity in town.  What does a citizen have to do to report the incident?  If the citizen can write 

down the names of the people, keep detailed logs of the coming and goings, write down license 

plate numbers and even take photos, it can help the prosecutor’s office be able to prosecute. 

 

Sheriff Rausch said cases need to be reported quickly in order for the sheriff to be able to pursue.  

He said it is very difficult to get warrants on drug activity. 

 



 

 

Another citizen said most of the problems in town stem from drugs.  They asked how we can 

eliminate the problems.  Mark said the citizens need to stand up and call every time they see 

suspicious activity. 

 

Another citizen asked if the sheriff recommended citizens taking matters into their own hands.  

The sheriff said citizens have a right to defend themselves.  It is best to call the sheriff and let 

them do their jobs.  Citizens can help by being good witnesses. 

 

Another citizen asked how many deputies live in the rural areas (versus in the City of Moscow).  

There are not any deputies that live in the Kendrick/Juliaetta area.  It was asked if they can make 

it a stipulation that the new deputies live in the different rural communities.  Sheriff Rausch’s 

experience has been that it doesn’t work well.  He said that many applicants are already 

established in the area and you can’t expect them to move their families.  Mark said that in his 

experience (as a police chief in Wyoming) that having resident deputies does work.  When you 

have an officer living in the small town communities, they have a vested interest.  Sheriff Rausch 

hasn’t found it to work and reiterated it is hard to get qualified applicants.  The average salary of 

a deputy is only $36,000.  After they hire deputies and get them trained, they frequently lose 

them to the City of Moscow that has better wages.  Mark asked if it would help if he went to the 

Latah County Commissioners and requested that salaries be increased in order to keep officers.  

Sheriff Rausch said yes that would be helpful. 

 

Business owner Aaron Heinen said that Officer Anderson regularly communicates with his 

employees at his White Pine grocery store in Deary.  He doesn’t see that communication taking 

place with his employees at Phil’s grocery store in Kendrick. 

 

The crime statistics that Aaron provided at a previous council meeting were reviewed.  The 

report shows that the Kendrick/Juliaetta areas has the highest crime rate for thefts and suspicious 

activity for the entire county. 

 

Mark asked what our community needs to do to have a greater police presence in our town.  He 

said that when he was an officer, they would spend time talking to citizens in the parks, etc. 

 

Mark asked if Latah County offers a citizen’s academy, including neighborhood watch.  Sheriff 

Rausch said he would be willing to host a citizen’s academy.  Maybe offering several sessions 

explaining what the sheriff’s office needs.   

 

Sheriff Rausch wrote a mission statement for the Latah County Sheriff’s office.  He said he is 

using the resources made available to them.  He said that the Latah County Commissioners 

eliminated 1 ½ positions and a dispatch employee.  He said the call load is increasing but the 

resources have decreased.  He said in 2008 the county commissioners took 6% away from all the 

department budgets.  He said they eventually returned the 6% to all departments except for the 

sheriff department.   

 

Rose Norris said that she sees Officer Duke several times a month at the elementary school.  He 

does communicate with the community. 

 

Lisa Kathanimane said she would be willing to spearhead a neighborhood watch program.  Lee 

Cannon said he would also be interested.  Vicky Witt (Juliaetta resident) is also interested and 

would like to see the two communities work together. 

 



 

 

Officer Duke said preventing crime in schools now prevents crime in the future.  He said there is 

an Idaho Drug Free Youth Program but they need someone to spearhead the program.  There is a 

meeting coming up at the High School in Kendrick that will discuss finding safe activities for 

youth after school.  Polly Taylor Dennler (of Juliaetta) has information on both of these 

programs. 

 

Aaron Heinen feels that the Idaho Transportation Department should help supply the speed signs 

in Kendrick.  Prosecutor Thompson prosecutes for the State Police and that he would send an 

email to the captain. 

 

Mark said that this meeting was not a bashing of Latah County Sheriff or Prosecutor, but rather a 

way to try to find solutions.  He would like to put together a packet for the citizens on what to 

do.  Mark thanked both gentlemen for coming down to Kendrick for our meeting. 

 

(According to the Latah County Sheriff website, citizens can report suspicious drug activity to 

the Drug Tip Hotline at (208) 892-3898.) 

 

Five minute break. 

 

Stuart Hurley with Mountain Waterworks gave an update on our sewer upgrade.  He said there 

wasn’t much new to report, other than they are making progress.  We are in the Environmental 

Review Phase.  He said that John Lynn, with USDA Rural Development, said they are in the 

process of federal allocations.  Silver Valley and Kendrick are their top two priorities. 

 

The original solution of rapid infiltration didn’t work out due to the soil having too much clay.  

To be able to put in rapid infiltration it would require excavating 8” – 10” of dirt out and then 

hauling in suitable material.  The estimate for just for excavating and hauling in dirt is around 

$800,000. 

 

Jeremy said we sold this project as a long term solution to the residents.  He wants to be sure that 

we are sure that it isn’t worth spending the money now to allow for a longer term solution.  This 

feels like a band aid. 

 

Stuart said Mountain Waterworks would be happy to re-evaluate the options. 

 

This is a two phase project (collection, lining lagoons and adequate disinfection). 

 

USDA RD will help us push the EPA in getting the permit. 

 

Steve is concerned when we are completely done will we be able to get a permit from the EPA.  

He is also concerned the ammonia and phosphorus levels will be too high. 

 

Phase 1 is the heart of the project.  Phase 2 is whether or not it is phosphorus.  The USDA RD 

wants to fund both Phase 1 and Phase 2.  When we are done with Phase 1, we should have a 

better idea of what the permit requirements are. 

 

Matt asked if we put an infrastructure in place, when it is done will we be able to add to it. 

 

Is the city going to make the upgrades, be out of money, and then have the EPA say we are non-

compliant? 



 

 

Stuart said that they work for the city.  The council wants assurance that we are going with the 

best long term solution. 

 

Jeremy just wants to see it done right and that ten years from now the council isn’t back in the 

same situation. 

 

Stuart said the timeline for starting construction is this fall. 

 

Stuart was asked to come to the April 20, council meeting with John Lynn from USDA RD to 

give a more detailed update. 

 

Richard Jackson with Inland Cellular said they are proposing a cell tower in the area of impact of 

Kendrick that would provide cell coverage to most of Kendrick.  The council asked if other 

carriers will be able to use the tower.  Richard said yes.  It is a reciprocal agreement with up to 

three separate carriers, with the capacity to add. 

 

There were no concerns from the council.  The city will send a letter in support. 

 

Fire Chief Val Norris said the Brocke fire is still under investigation.  The grain elevator was 

compromised at the bottom.  Safety was an issue.  They had mutual aid from Juliaetta, Deary and 

Troy.  Wednesday they stabilized the fire by pulling boxes and were able to extinguish the fire 

on building three by Friday morning.  There will be an investigation as to what caused the fire as 

the cost will be high for an insurance payout.  The highest priority was for people to be safe.  

There were no injuries from the fire.  The Fire Department will be billing the insurance company 

using the Idaho Dept. of Lands pink book for labor and apparatus.  At the very least the city 

needs to be reimbursed for the fuel costs.  The city will let the Fire Department handle any funds. 

 

Val showed Sheriff Rausch the office space that they are planning to let the sheriff department 

use for a sub-station and the sheriff liked the space.  The sheriff said they will need access to  

wi-fi which the Fire Dept. has.  Val wants to put cabinets on the west wall and is estimating 

approximately $750 for the cabinets.   

 

The minutes from the February 23, regular meeting were reviewed.  Sarah made a motion and 

Matt seconded to approve the minutes.  All were in favor. 

 

The disbursements were reviewed.  Sarah made a motion and Jeremy seconded to approve the 

disbursements.  All were in favor.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS:  None 

 

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT:  

 

Steve is working with the Army Corps of Engineers on paperwork for a stream bank restoration. 

 

Repairs are needed on an area of bank along the trail.  Steve asked Shane Taylor for an estimate 

for replacing the rip rap.  Since they will probably be working on the Brocke project, Steve will 

contact some other companies for estimates.  We need about 125’ replacement w/barb and a 25’ 

long rock out cropping.  This would get the water to move out and protect the stream bank. 

 



 

 

A sludge evaluation on the pond was done and 42 samples were taken for heavy metals and fecal 

levels. 

 

Steve is checking with area farmers to see if they would take sludge from the lagoons for land 

application.  Tests will reveal if the sludge will meet acceptable levels. 

 

Steve repaired a section of the trail near Brockes, with hot mix. 

 

Jim asked if Steve can make the trail more gradual by the bench east of City Hall.  Steve said he 

could do that. 

 

A letter was sent to Steve Brooks about the items he has on strip of city property south of Brown 

Street.  This was quit claimed to the city by Brockes.  Steve has since removed the materials.  

Steve Brooks said that Gerald Lohman has a shed on the same piece of property and questioned 

why he is allowed to use the property.  Gerald placed the shed on the property when Brockes 

owned it and had permission to do so.  Jim will talk with Gerald about the shed. 

 

TREASURERS REPORT: 

 

Barb gave a report that included the cash flow report.  As of February 28, we have $411,980.60 

in all combined accounts.  The large revenue checks that were received were $7078 from the 

Community Block Grant, $2,235.33 from Property Taxes, $279.02 from Highway to City, 

$2686.7 from Sales Tax Inventory Phase Out, $236.25 from State Agricultural Replacement, 

$875 in RV Park Rent, $75 from dog Licenses, Barb would like to move the June council 

meeting as she will be on vacation June 15.  The council will select a June meeting date later.  

 

URBAN FORESTRY – Matt Kathanimane – Arbor Day Celebration and Clean-up is April 25. 

 

PLANNING & ZONING - Sarah Miles – The P&Z Commission will meet on March 26, to 

review the P&Z Ordinance changes.  Sarah reviewed some changes that Cynthia Nye suggested.   

 

PARK & REC – Jeremy Alexander – No Report 

 

SWAC – Mark Lapinskas – No Report 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT – Jeremy Alexander – No additional report from Val’s previous report. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:    

 

So far we have 3 lifeguards that have been re-hired from last year and 2 new lifeguards. 

 

The pool survey results have been moved to the next council meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:    

 

The city needs to appoint someone to be the Fair Housing Resource Person.  Jeremy made a 

motion with Sarah seconding to appoint Barb Wilson.  All were in favor. 

 

Mark signed the Fair Housing Proclamation declaring April Fair Housing Month. 

 



 

 

Jim Marston was appointed to be the liaison to the Park & Recreation District. 

 

At 9:02 Matt made a motion with Jeremy seconding it to adjourn to executive session for 

personnel reasons in accordance with Idaho code 67-2345.  Roll call was taken.  Matt 

Kathanimane – Yes, Jeremy Alexander - Yes, Sarah Miles - Yes and Jim Marston – Yes. 

 

At 9:07 Sarah made a motion and Jeremy seconded to adjourn the executive session and return to 

the regular session.  All were in favor.   

 

Sarah made a motion with Jim seconding to give a $1.00/hour wage increase to John Schmidt 

and a 50 cent an hour wage increase to Jake Lustig retroactive to March 1.  All were in favor. 

 

At 9:08 Jeremy made a motion with Sarah seconding it to adjourn the meeting.  All were in 

favor.   

 

 

      ___________________________________ 

      Mark Lapinskas, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Barb Wilson, Clerk/Treasurer 


