
 

 

MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE KENDRICK CITY COUNCIL 

JUNE 16, 2015 

 

 

At 6:01 PM Mayor Mark Lapinskas opened the regular meeting and led in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Present were council members Jeremy Alexander, Matt Kathanimane, Jim Marston, 

and Sarah Miles, maintenance supervisor Steve Howerton, and city clerk Barb Wilson.  Also in 

attendance were citizens Lisa Kathanimane, Rose Norris and Steve Brooks.   

 

Lisa Kathanimane came to talk about the bicycles and skateboards on the sidewalks in downtown 

Kendrick.  The city does not have an ordinance that addresses the situation, but Idaho Code Title 

49, Chapter 7 states:  49-721. Bicycles on sidewalks. (1) A person operating a bicycle upon and 

along a sidewalk, or across a highway upon and along a crosswalk, shall yield the right-of-way to 

any pedestrian, and shall give an audible signal before overtaking and passing a pedestrian or 

another bicyclist.  The council asked Barb to include this information in the JK Newsletter and to 

send a letter to the mother of the children that have been riding their bikes on the sidewalks and 

ask them to be respectful of pedestrians. 

 

The minutes from the May 18, regular meeting were reviewed.  Sarah made a motion and Jim 

seconded to approve the minutes.  All were in favor. 

 

Jeremy made a motion and Matt seconded to approve the disbursements.  All were in favor.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

 

Barb read a letter from Schweitzer Engineering Labs letting the city know that they would not be 

able to contribute to our speed sign fund, as it did not align with their donation policy. 

 

Barb read a letter from Latah County Prosecutor, Bill Thompson, thanking the council for 

inviting him to our March council meeting and letting the council know he is always available to 

address any concerns the council may have. 

 

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT:  

 

Steve has been working on getting the pool ready.  There were a couple issues.  There is a leak 

where the main drain pipe was foamed 6 years ago.  There was water leaking into the filter room.  

This issue will need to be addressed when the pool is empty, at the end of the season.  The 

control valve on the chlorinator was not working.  They had to hand chlorinate for 3 days while 

waiting for the repair parts.  Steve rewired the chlorination system.  The pool opened, Monday, 

June 15.  Sarah asked if we are losing more water than usual, but Steve hasn’t been able to 

determine that yet 

 

The wells used 700,000 gallons of water this week, which is fairly normal.  If we get to a million 

gallons a week, the city will need to consider asking residents to cut back.  Steve will watch this. 

 

TREASURERS REPORT: 

 

Barb gave a report that included the cash flow report.  As of May 31, we have $436,108.45 in all 

combined accounts.  The large revenue checks that were received were $887.55 from Property 



 

 

Taxes, $128.82 from Highway to City, $236.25 from State Agricultural Replacement, $2653.55 

from Sales Tax Inventory Phase Out, and $800 in RV Park Rent.  Barb asked for permission to 

attend the ICCTFOA conference in September, which the council approved.  The flight to Boise 

that leaves in the afternoon has been discontinued, so Barb will most likely be driving this year.  

Mitch Marx, our C.P.A. from Presnell Gage, will be meeting with Barb on June 18, to review the 

financials. 

 

Citizen Steve Brooks asked to discuss Lot 11, Block 99, that is owned by the city.  Mark 

informed Steve that this could not be discussed because it was not on the agenda.  We invited 

Steve to come back to the July 20, council meeting when the item could be on the agenda. 

 

URBAN FORESTRY – Matt Kathanimane – The Urban Forestry Committee did not meet this 

month.  Matt talked to the head of the Urban Forestry Committee about getting permission for 

the tree identification and memorial plaques they would like to place along the trail.  Mark said 

that as a courtesy, the committee needs to make a presentation to the council regarding 

placement of the signs.  The city does not want to be responsible for maintaining the signs.  We 

need to make sure there is not a potential problem with any signs on the levee, as this may be a 

concern with the Army Corps of Engineers. 

 

PLANNING & ZONING - Sarah Miles – No report.  Mark would like each council member to 

try and come up with names of people that might be willing to serve on the P&Z Commission.  

Mark would like to have these names by July 10.  Jim suggested that Mark have lunch at the 

Senior Center. 

 

PARK & REC – Jim Marston – No Report 

 

SWAC – Mark Lapinskas – No Report 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT – Jeremy Alexander – Rose Norris said that they are waiting to receive 

their ISO rating after their inspection.  They are hoping to stay at 5.  The inspector was 

impressed with the possibility of Brocke & Sons putting in a larger water line for fire protection.  

This was Doug Young’s last review, as he will be retiring.  Rose said that we need to budget 

more money to the Fire Department to upgrade their equipment.  The helmets are $250 each and 

have a 10 year life.  We also need to get more air bottles and self-contained breathing apparatus 

supplies.  Mark asked Rose to do an inventory of the equipment we have and what the Fire 

Department thinks they will need.  The JK Ambulance agreed to pay for the Overhead door 

repair. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:    

 

The council discussed the money that will need to be budgeted for training the maintenance 

person to replace Steve Howerton, who plans to retire in August 2016.  Steve thinks that the 

person should begin training by April 1.  The council asked Steve to write a job description and 

to list the preferred verses required skills.  The salary will be dependent on the experience of the 

candidate.  If we do not find a candidate that already has the necessary licenses, we would start at 

a lower wage and give increases as the certifications were obtained. 

 

Barb spoke with John Lynn with USDA Rural Development about the interest rate for our loan.  

He said it would not increase the percentage rate if we did not begin construction until spring.  

He did point out that the city may get a better bid price if we began the construction in the fall, 



 

 

going into the winter, as construction companies like to have work for their employees in the off 

season. 

 

Barb said that the city needs to proceed with the steps to vacate 8th Street. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:    

 

The permit for the keeping and raising of chickens was reviewed by the council.  Barb asked if 

there can be exceptions allowed, such as where a coop is placed.  The council does not want to 

allow for exceptions, and the ordinance needs to be followed as written. 

 

There is a citizen that has had chickens since 1998, before the ordinance went into effect in 2008 

stating that chickens were not allowed in the residential zone.  He asked if he could be 

grandfathered and asked to have the permit fee waived.  The council said that the resident needs 

to purchase the permit if he would like to continue having chickens and abide by the new 

ordinance. 

 

Barb shared a wage comparison, by city, for the mayor and council compensation that was 

compiled by the Association of Idaho Cities.  The council would like to think about whether or 

not to stay with the current compensation of $100/month and PERSI, or whether to increase the 

salaries. 

 

Barb said that the auto-feeder on the copy machine is not working properly.  She called to have 

maintenance done on the machine and was told that the machine is over 7 years old and that parts 

are no longer available.  A new similar copy machine is about $1000.  The council approved 

ordering a new machine if necessary. 

 

The council will work on the budget at the July 20 council meeting.  If additional time is needed, 

we will have a budget workshop on Tuesday, July 28, at 6:00, at City Hall. 

 

At 8:02 Jeremy made a motion with Jim seconding it to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor.   

 

 

      ___________________________________ 

      Mark Lapinskas, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Barb Wilson, Clerk/Treasurer 


