
 

 

MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE KENDRICK CITY COUNCIL 

JULY 20, 2015 

 

 

At 6:01 PM Mayor Mark Lapinskas opened the regular meeting and led in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Present were council members Matt Kathanimane, Jim Marston, and Sarah Miles, 

maintenance supervisor Steve Howerton, and city clerk Barb Wilson.  Council member Jeremy 

Alexander was absent.  Also in attendance were Stuart Hurley and Ryan Rehder from Mountain 

Waterworks and Kendrick and Juliaetta citizens Holli Heinen, Steve Brooks, Dick Groseclose, 

Barbara Murphey, Amber Reeves, Alecia Zenner, Jim and Lori Brocke, Richard and Norma 

Abrams, Nick and Miranda Anderson, Mark Harris, and Heather Foster.   

 

Holli Heinen shared with the council that she is working on a senior project on water safety.  She 

will produce a safety video and have a display at the Kendrick High School home football 

games.  She will be selling the video and taking donations that she will use to buy a life jacket 

stand and life jackets for our pool. 

 

Miranda Anderson is the project manager for the Juliaetta Community Library project.  Due to 

the aging of the library they either need to rebuild or move to a new location.  They are looking 

for volunteers and wanted to make the Kendrick City Council aware of the project.  The Juliaetta 

library is one of the most heavily used libraries in the county.  Sarah said we need our 

communities to come together for both the library and the pool.  The committee is in the 

preliminary stages of fundraising.  The committee meets the 1st Tuesday of the month at 6:00 at 

the Juliaetta City Hall. 

 

Steve Brooks came to the council meeting to ask about city land usage.  He would like to park 

his vehicles on land adjacent to his property.  He would like the city to be fair and consistent 

about who can use city land.  The city had asked Steve not to park his vehicles on city property 

because he was dismantling cars on the property.  It is the city’s responsibility to protect our 

liability and avoid possible ground contamination.  Steve said he only wants permission to park 

vehicles on the property.  The council would like more time to consider the matter. 

 

Richard and Norma Abrams came to talk to the council about fundraising and grants to continue 

to keep our pool open.  They would like to form a pool committee.  Mark said it is not the city’s 

intention to close the pool.  Heather Foster said she is a grant writer and would volunteer to help 

try to find grants.  She thinks that we could get some of the equipment and labor donated to 

renovate the pool.  It was the consensus that we need an assessment and estimate to know if we 

can repair the aging pool and to find out how long it will last.  Mark suggested starting a Go 

Fund Me account to raise money for the pool.  There will be a meeting on Monday, August 3, to 

discuss forming a pool committee. 

 

Stuart Hurley gave an update on the sewer upgrade project.  The Environmental Information 

Document has been approved by Department of Environmental Quality.  They met with DEQ on 

site today.  They are hoping to dredge the sludge this fall.  They want to start sending out for bids 

in August or early fall.   

 

Stuart presented the council with an engineering amendment for $59,500 to add a building, 

including an office, at the lagoons.  Sarah asked if it would make sense to build a new building 

by City Hall.  Stuart said it would not, because 2/3 of the building will be used for a chlorination 



 

 

and testing space.  They are working with Tim Eichner to use his farm land for sludge.  USDA 

Rural Development is finalizing their funding package. 

 

The minutes from the June 16, regular meeting were reviewed.  Matt made a motion and Sarah 

seconded to approve the minutes.  All were in favor. 

 

Sarah made a motion and Matt seconded to approve the disbursements.  All were in favor.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS:  None 

 

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT:  

 

Steve has been working on installing water service at Charlie Deobald’s property.  They installed 

a valve change-out so they can isolate water on Wheeler Street.  They also worked on an older 

part of the system on Front Street. 

 

Steve asked for permission to attend the Idaho Rural Water Association conference September 

16 & 17 near Coeur d’Alene.  He gets his continuing education credits for his licensing at this 

conference.  He also asked if the city would pay for our maintenance helper, Jake Lustig, to 

attend.  The council said they could both attend. 

 

The wells produced 760,000 gallons of water this week, which was less than in previous years.  

The wells are producing fine.  The reservoirs maintain 17 feet full. 

 

Steve would like to replace the pump at Well #1.  It is approximately 40 years old.  It is the main 

producing well in the city system.  Well #1 is located in Wallace Park. 

 

TREASURERS REPORT: 

 

Barb gave a report that included the cash flow report.  As of June 30, we have $460,235.80 in all 

combined accounts.  The large revenue checks that were received were $28,594 from community 

Block Grants, $990.09 from Property Taxes, $324.12 from Highway to City, $2178 from State 

Liquor Revenue, $2617.75 from Building Permits, and $1275 in RV Park Rent.  Barb met with 

Mitch Marx, our C.P.A. from Presnell Gage, to discuss financial questions. 

 

URBAN FORESTRY – Matt Kathanimane – Matt read a letter from Andrea Masom asking 

permission from the council to install identification signs near some of the trees they have 

planted and also permission to install memorial plaques near trees that are either adopted or 

planted by community members on city property.  The Urban Forestry Committee has installed 

one memorial plaque already.  The council agreed that they could do this. 

 

PLANNING & ZONING - Sarah Miles – No report.   

 

PARK & REC – Jim Marston – No Report 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT – Jeremy Alexander – No Report 

 

SWAC – Mark Lapinskas – No Report 

 

 



 

 

NEW BUSINESS:    

 

Gerald Lohman requested permission to continue to have a storage shed and small garden area 

on city property, adjacent to Lohman’s property.  George Brocke wrote a letter to the city saying 

that they intended to give a parcel of land to Gerald Lohman, adjacent to his property, but this 

was never recorded and Brocke & Sons gave the property to the City of Kendrick.  A discussion 

followed.  Jim made a motion with Sarah seconding to allow Gerald to grant a life time lease to 

Gerald and Peggy Lohman to allow them to keep their storage shed on the city property.  Jim and 

Sarah were in favor and Matt was not in favor of this.  The council asked Barb to ask our city 

attorney for an estimate of what it would cost to draft a lease.  Gerald would need to pay for the 

legal fees and the council would only want a minimal annual fee for this.  We will discuss this at 

the next council meeting. 

 

Steve Brooks asked for a copy of another long term lease that the city has with another property 

owner.  The clerk will mail him a copy.  Steve Brooks requested that he be able to park his 

vehicles on city property.  He said all the vehicles would be registered.  Steve Howerton thought 

there was an ordinance on land usage. 

 

The council discussed whether or not they wanted to increase water, sewer or garbage rates this 

year.  A discussion took place.  According to our auditor, the city only made a profit on the water 

fund of $95 in FY2014.  This is not allowing for us to save for equipment replacement.  

According to USDA RD, the city will most likely need to be at $45 – 46 a month within the next 

three years to meet our bond obligations for our sewer upgrade project.   

 

Sarah made a motion with Jim seconding to increase the base water rate by $2.00 a month 

beginning October 1, 2015, from $42 to $44.  Sarah and Jim voted in favor of the increase and 

Matt abstained from voting. 

 

Sarah made a motion to increase the sewer rate by $2.00 a month beginning October 1, 2015, 

from $40 to $42.  All were in favor. 

 

Sarah made a motion with Jim seconding to keep garbage rates the same for FY2016.  All were 

in favor. 

 

We will hold a public hearing August 17, to allow the public to comment on the water and sewer 

rate increases. 

 

Matt made a motion with Jim seconding to give the mayor authorization to sign USDA Rural 

Development agreements.  All were in favor. 

 

Sarah made a motion with Matt seconding to authorize Mountain Waterworks to amend the 

engineering contract to include a $59,500 building at the sewer lagoon site.  All were in favor. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:    

 

Jim made a motion with Sarah seconding to not increase the city council wages.  All were in 

favor. 

 

Sarah made a motion with Jim seconding to allow Mark to appoint Richard Abrams to the 

Planning & Zoning Commission.  All were in favor. 



 

 

 

Mark appointed Richard Abrams to the Planning & Zoning Commission. 

 

The council briefly discussed the budget.  The council will have a budget workshop on Tuesday, 

July 28, at 6:00, at City Hall. 

 

The council discussed the $300 amount allowed per employee for vision every two years.  Mark 

suggested looking at VSP optical vision. 

 

Steve said he will be on vacation August 2 – 9.  Jake will be covering for him. 

 

At 8:50 PM Jim made a motion with Sarah seconding it to adjourn the meeting.  All were in 

favor.   

 

 

 

      ___________________________________ 

      Mark Lapinskas, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Barb Wilson, Clerk/Treasurer 


