
 

 

MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE KENDRICK CITY COUNCIL 

SEPTEMBER 21, 2015 

 

At 6:01 PM Mayor Mark Lapinskas opened the regular meeting and led in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Present were council members Jeremy Alexander, Matt Kathanimane, and Jim 

Marston, maintenance supervisor Steve Howerton, and city clerk Barb Wilson.  Council member 

Sarah Miles was absent.  Also in attendance was Rob Parkinson, with Washington Trust Bank,  

Nick Anderson, Juliaetta City Council Member, Miranda Anderson, Pete Burnette, Lisa 

Kathanimane, Val and Rose Norris, Dale Lisher and Steve Brooks.   

 

Pete Burnette came to talk about her high water utility bill.  A discussion took place with the 

council.  No reduction in the water bill or action was taken. 

 

Nick Anderson, member of  the Juliaetta City Council, came to talk to the council about creating 

a Rural Fire District in our area, specifically out to the Southwick area.  If a rural fire district was 

approved, the goal would be to put a fire station in Lealand. There may be grant money available 

that covers new fire districts in rural areas.  Our two cities are the only cities in Latah County 

without a rural fire district.  A previous attempt to create a rural fire district failed.  A difference 

this time, would be only covering structures, not land, which would decrease the cost to the 

farmers.  Val Norris, Kendrick Fire Chief, would like to find people in the surrounding areas that 

would be willing to commit to being on a committee and to be volunteers.  Mark would like the 

city council to be as positive as we can be.  Even though it failed in the past, we need to find a 

way to make it work.  It is in the best interests of the community and surrounding areas.  The 

Kendrick City Council is in support of pursuing a rural fire district. 

 

Rob Parkinson from Washington Trust Bank came to see if he could answer any questions about 

their bid for short term financing of our sewer upgrade project.   

 

The minutes from the August 17, regular meeting and September 10, special meeting were 

reviewed.  Matt made a motion and Jim seconded to approve both of the minutes.  All were in 

favor. 

 

Disbursements were reviewed.  The city clerk said that she also needed permission to send a 

check to Blue Cross of Idaho after the council decides which policy to select.  Jeremy made a 

motion and Jim seconded to approve the disbursements.  All were in favor.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS:  None 

 

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT:  

 

Steve said that an inspection was performed on the Sperry Grade Bridge the 1st part of 

September.  The 14 page report showed that there are two 14” wide stringers there are cracked 

under the bridge.  The inspector said the existing load limits were too high and that citizens 

reported seeing log trucks, which exceed the weight limit, using the bridge.  The bridge was 

closed for one night until the load limit sign could be changed to 3 Tons.  The question is who is 

going to pay for the bridge repairs?  The research dating back to 1912 shows that the original 

bridge was a joint effort between the City of Kendrick, the Latah County Commissioners and the 

Nez Perce County Commissioners.  In 2001 Nez Perce County spent $85,000 repairing the 

bridge with rollers, tie round and cables.  7 years later, Nez Perce County provided treated beams 



 

 

at a cost of about $4000.  The City of Kendrick provided about $1400 in labor costs to install the 

running boards.  Neither South Latah Highway District nor the Latah County Commissioners 

want to take any responsibility for the bridge.  Steve is hoping that Nez Perce County will pay 

for the stringer and running board repairs that are needed.  Barb suggested that orange flags be 

attached to the 3 ton limit signs to make the lower weight limit stand out.  The council would like 

Nez Perce County to provide the flags.  The city does not have any money in the budget for 

repairing the bridge. 

 

Steve said the City received the right of way permits on both of the sewer property approaches. 

 

The contractor is moving in the dredge equipment tomorrow for the sludge removal. 

 

There was a sewer issue along the south side of A Street caused by a sewer line issue with a 

utility customer on Reservoir Road.  Roto-Rooter will perform a line bursting that pulls a new 

line inside of the old line and bursts the old line.  Steve has spent two days working on the issue 

so far.  The non-resident property owner has received notification of the issue.  Since it is a 

health and safety issue with sewer, the city is not waiting for a response from the property owner.  

The property owner will be responsible for the costs. 

 

The tenant of a property on Reservoir Road would like to pay the past due amount and have the 

water turned back on.  The city will need to obtain written permission from the property owner 

before the utility bill can be put in the tenant’s name. 

 

Steve said the new sander for the snow plow has been ordered.  Steve will travel to Spokane the 

end of October to pick it up. 

 

We are still working on vacating 8th Street.  He has identified who needs to be notified.  After the 

citizens are notified, we can hold a public hearing. 

 

The KJ7 Education Foundation Community Building Day will be Friday, September 25.  High 

school students will be coming to sand the bench in the RV Park. 

 

TREASURERS REPORT: 

 

Barb gave a report that included the cash flow report.  As of August 31, we have $466,667.43 in 

all combined accounts.  The large revenue checks that were received were $28,713 in 

Community Block Grants, $1500 from DEQ Grant, $1254.83 from Property Taxes, $139.86 

from Highway to City, $236.25 from State Agricultural Replacement, $2753.49 from Sales Tax 

Inventory Phase Out, $2180.00 from State Liquor Fund, $196.82 from RV Dump, and $1925.00 

in RV Park Rent.   

 

Barb said she was elected 2nd Director for District 2 at the Association of Idaho Cities Idaho 

Cities Clerk Treasurer Financial Officer conference in Boise last week.  Next year she will then 

become the 1st Director.  The position requires travel to Boise for in January and June for Board 

Meetings.  She is hopeful that the council will be supportive of the travel needs. 

 

URBAN FORESTRY – Matt Kathanimane – No Report 

 

PLANNING & ZONING - Sarah Miles – No Report  

 



 

 

PARK & REC – Jim Marston – No Report 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT – Jeremy Alexander – Report given by Fire Chief Val Norris below 

 

SWAC – Mark Lapinskas – No Report 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:    

 

The council reviewed an updated lease to allow Gerald & Peggy Lohman to use land adjacent to 

their property for his storage shed.  The council lowered the annual fee to $10.  The city will pay 

for the attorney fees to prepare the lease agreement.  The Lohman’s will be asked to maintain the 

property.  Jim made a motion to approve the updated lease with Jeremy seconding.  All were in 

favor.  Mark will present the new lease to Gerald and Peggy and if they are in agreement, the 

lease will be notarized and take affect October 1, 2015. 

 

The city still needs to appoint 1 in town resident and 1 area of impact citizens to serve on the 

P&Z Commission.  The area of impact is one mile around the City of Kendrick city limits.  It 

was suggested that a sign be posted at the Senior Center letting citizens know of the need. 

 

Mark looked into the cost of a cell phone with Inland Cellular for the maintenance supervisor.  A 

flip phone would be $37.50 a month with a 2 year contract, with unlimited minutes.  Matt made a 

motion with Jim seconding to allow Steve to get a flip phone, case and accessories.  Cities are 

given a 25% discount on the monthly fees. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:    

 

Val said that he still needs to get Don Strong down to the Brocke & Sons plant to do a fire flow 

assessment.  Then they will meet with Berton.  Val would like to see water storage on site.  

There are other ways to meeting fire flow, whether mechanical or tender relay. 

 

Val said the office remodel has been completed.  He is ready for the Latah county sheriff to view 

it.  Mark will call Sheriff Wayne Rausch to see the office.  George’s Lock & key will be putting 

a combination lock on the door to meet HIPPA requirements.  All documents will be stored in 

the office.  They have a Keurig Coffee maker being donated.  Rose will send the city an updated 

fire department roster with a new junior member listed. 

 

Val said he was for creating a rural fire district, but it needs to be done with research and 

suggested the names of the former fire district committee. 

 

Jeremy made a motion with Jim seconding approve the sewer loan resolution from USDA RD 

(United States Department of Agriculture Rural Development) for $628,000.  All 3 council 

members in attendance were in favor (Sarah was absent). 

 

Jeremy made a motion with Matt seconding approve the grant agreement from USDA RD for 

$671,000.  All 3 council members in attendance were in favor (Sarah was absent). 

 

The bids from three banks for short term financing of $610,000 for the sewer upgrade project 

were reviewed.  Idaho Independent Bank, Washington Trust Bank, and Wells Fargo all 

submitted bids.  Idaho Independent Bank offered no loan origination fees, with attorney fees not 

to exceed $750 and an interest rate of 2.26%.  Washington Trust Bank had loan origination fees 



 

 

of $1525, with attorney fees not to exceed $5000, with interest rate of 2.02%.  Wells Fargo had 

loan origination fees of $5000, with attorney fees not to exceed $5000, with an interest rate of 

1.85%.  Jim made a motion with Matt seconding to select Idaho Independent Bank to provide the 

short term financing.  All were in favor. 

 

Barb suggested increasing the monthly transfer from sewer revenue from $2000 to $2500 to 

build up funds for our sewer upgrade project.  The council thought it was a good idea.  A 

resolution will be presented at the October council meeting. 

 

The council discussed when a utility bill becomes delinquent. The council will review the 

ordinance and resolutions at the next meeting.  Barb will mention that payments can be made 

with a credit card and accessed through the city website in the next JK Newsletter.  

 

Barb said that the summer maintenance person cannot work past October 23, or they will become 

eligible for PERSI (retirement program).  Steve will be gone October 7 – 12.  Jake will be 

allowed to work two days a week until October 15.  He is currently working Mondays and 

Wednesdays.  October 15 is the last day Jake will be allowed to work.  He has to remain 

terminated for a minimum of 30 days to prevent PERSI from becoming retroactive to May. 

 

At 8:35 Jeremy made a motion with Matt seconding to enter into executive session in accordance 

with Idaho code 74-206(1) b (for personnel issues).  Jim – Yes, Matt – Yes, Jeremy – Yes   

Steve and Barb were excused to leave for the evening. 

 

At 9:10 PM Jeremy made a motion with Matt seconding to adjourn the executive session and 

return to the regular meeting.  All were in favor. 

 

Jeremy made a motion with Jim seconding to choose the Gold Choice insurance plan with Blue 

Cross of Idaho that has $1000 deductible.  All were in favor. 

 

Jeremy made a motion with Jim seconding that there will be no pay increases this year.  All were 

in favor. 

 

At 9:14 PM Jeremy made a motion with Matt seconding it to adjourn the meeting.  All were in 

favor.   

 

   

    ___________________________________ 

      Mark Lapinskas, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Barb Wilson, Clerk/Treasurer 


