
 

 

MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE KENDRICK CITY COUNCIL 

JULY 19, 2016 

 

 

At 6:01 PM Mayor Mark Lapinskas opened the regular meeting and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Present were council members Matt Kathanimane, Dale Lisher, Sarah Miles, and Paul Rush, public works 

director Steve Howerton, new public works director Jake Lustig, and city clerk Barb Wilson.  Guests 

present were Stephen Banks, with the Human Rights Commission, Barry Johnson, running for Latah 

County Sheriff, Stuart Hurley with Mountain Waterworks, Inc., Fire Chief Val Norris, Assistant Fire 

Chief Rose Norris, and citizens Dean King, Lisa Kathanimane, Michael Rollins, Craig Mohr, Marlene 

Miller and Andrea Masom. 

 

Mayor Lapinskas thanked retiring public works director, Steve Howerton, for his 26½ years of service to 

the City of Kendrick.  He presented Steve with a plaque with the city seal and a gift from the city.  Val 

Norris also thanked Steve for his service and presented a gift certificate from the Kendrick Volunteer Fire 

Department. 

 

The minutes from the June 20, special meeting were reviewed.  Sarah made a motion with Dale seconding 

to approve the minutes.  All were in favor. 

 

Disbursements were reviewed.  Sarah made a motion with Dale seconding to approve the disbursements 

totaling $39,348.20. All were in favor. 

 

Resident Craig Mohr asked the city council to remove the $1076 past due utility debt that was on the 

property he purchased in June, at 702 Wheeler, that was from the previous owner.  The council agreed 

that the debt was not Mr. Mohr’s responsibility and the city clerk will remove this $1076 from his utility 

bill and pursue collecting the money from the previous property owner, Tim True. 

 

Stephen Banks came to introduce himself to the council.  He is a volunteer for the Latah County Seat on 

the Human Rights Commission (he does not have a vote) and also the Human rights Task Force, which is 

a separate organization. 

 

Barry Johnson, running for Latah County Sheriff, came to introduce himself to the council.  He grew up 

in Lewiston and Winchester.  He would like to focus on the elderly, empowering them.  He would like to 

invest in the deputies by providing more training.  Sarah said she feels there is a lack of representation 

from Latah county sheriff for our portion of Latah County.  We have a high number of issues in our area, 

compared to other surrounding cities, including speeding and drugs.  Mr. Johnson said he would like to 

have a greater presence in the community and leadership would have a visible role in the small cities.  

Mark asked if Kendrick was in Latah County and as so, should the city have to spend more on contract 

hours to get better coverage.  Mr. Johnson said it shouldn’t matter how many hours are contracted as to 

how many hours they are in our community.  Dale said he would like to see the deputies walk around the 

town, specifically in the park and by the pool when they come down.  Mr. Johnson said he would like to 

come back to the September council meeting.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Citizen Dean King asked if the 

city had a sewer back-up last Friday around 8:15.  Steve said not that the city was aware of. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:    

 



 

 

The city clerk asked if we could move the budget workshop, originally scheduled for July 26.  It was 

moved to Monday, July 25, at 6:00 PM at City Hall. 

 

Matt said he would find a citizen and a business owner to serve on the RCAC (Rural Community 

Assistance Corporation) Committee. 

 

Sarah said she wanted to table the discussion of her purchasing the property across from City Hall until a 

later date.  Steve handed out a map to the council that showed the property boundaries and pointed out 

that the city does not have a written easement to the road that goes in front of the brush recycle bins, so 

we need to keep access open at the other end in the event the property owner ever wants to use this 

property for some other purpose. 

 

The city council decided that they do not want to create a RFP (Request For Proposals) for an attorney at 

this time and the city will keep our current attorney, Will Herrington. 

 

Mark said that the State of Idaho has no requirements for a swim team coach to be certified.  Since there 

is a lifeguard on duty during swim team practices, the manager is not required to be certified.  Matt said 

he thinks there should be a lifeguard watching the practices because the coach might be focusing on a 

specific swimmer and not able to watch the other swimmers during practices.  The council will not require 

the swim team coach to be certified this year but will require lifeguard certification for the swim team 

coach next year, as well as a lifeguard that will need to be paid by the swim team.   

 

The city will appropriate funds each year for pruning the trees in the city right-of-way and prioritize the 

trees to determine which trees to prune first.  It was pointed out that the proposed tree ordinance and 

summary have an incorrect statement about who will be paying for the trees in the city right-of-way.  It 

should say the city is responsible to pay. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:    

 

Val handed out a list of equipment needs for the Fire Department for the next five years.  He said the Fire 

Department was given a water tender truck (will become tender 34) from the Department of Lands.  It is 5 

tons more powerful than the previous truck and has about 3000 miles on it.  The other truck (deuce and a 

half) will be declared surplus and will be sold to raise money to make upgrades on the new truck.  Val 

will bring detailed information to the budget workshop.  The clerk moved cleaning supplies and paper 

products from the operating supplies and equipment (line 212) to cleaning and maintenance (line 368) for 

the FY2017 budget.  The City of Kendrick currently has an insurance rating of 5.  We need to meet NFPA 

(National Fire Protection Association) safety standards.  The fire equipment eventually expires and needs 

to be periodically replaced.  Helmets are good for 10 years.  The Kendrick Volunteer Fire Department has 

three new members who will eventually need new gear.  They are working on getting a truck mounted 

50K generator donated from the Army Corps of Engineers.  The fire department would eventually 

upgrade the pumps to be wired to be able to hook up the generator to the wells in the event of a power 

outage.  We could have received a 30K generator, but Steve said it wouldn’t be strong enough to pump 

the water.  They will continue to pursue grants. 

 

Andrea Masom requested to have $450 carried forward from last year’s budget to the FY2017 budget.  

There is a Tree Plotter Inventory program available on the internet to keep track of the city inventoried 

trees.  The city will need a laptop to put the inventory on.  The city recently purchased a laptop for the 

public works director and it can be used for this.  Marsha Schoeffler, who has been watering trees for the 

last two years, would like to be involved and is willing to help keep the inventory up.  Jake can keep the 

trees updated on the city laptop.  Steve Drinkard, with the Idaho Department of Lands is willing to come 



 

 

to a council meeting and explain the tree plotter inventory program.  Andrea would like the city to send an 

email to Steve Drinkard letting him know the city is on board with the program. 

 

Amy Lohman and Dave Perry filled out a Tree Permit and would like to take out 4 trees and prune 2 Ash 

trees at 905 E. Main Street.  Andrea recommended taking out one tree at a time and then planting a new 

tree and taking out a 2nd tree the next year, etc.  There was discussion about the removal of trees and Matt 

didn’t feel it was cost effective for a citizen to have the tree removal done over multiple years and that if 

the citizen was willing to pay for the tree removal, the city should allow them to do so.  Matt also said the 

trees that they want to remove were planted too close together and that it wasn’t necessary to replace all 

of the trees they want to remove.  Andrea said she thought the Fir tree, near mile post 13, looked fine and 

she did not feel it needed to be removed.  Matt said the Urban Forestry’s role should be to give direction 

to the citizens as to what type of trees would be good to replace dead or dying trees and not to say yes or 

no to tree removal.  Matt said it is a waste of time to prune black locust trees and that they are black listed 

across the state.  Andrea said as she understands it that the Urban Forestry Committee looks at the tree 

permit applications and makes a recommendation and the city council takes action.  Matt said the tree 

committee doesn’t have the knowledge to say yes or no but rather direct the citizen and make 

recommendation on what should be replanted.  Andrea’s recommendation is to take out the 2 trees closest 

to the ash trees and then take out the 3rd tree in another year.  She does not see anything wrong with the fir 

tree.  Andrea has a list of street trees they recommend for replacement such as mountain ash and catalpa 

trees.  Andrea would like to talk with the Dave and Amy and see what they are willing to do and look at 

what and how many trees should be replaced.  Since Dave and Amy are willing to pay for the tree 

removal, Mark thinks that they should be allowed to remove the requested trees.  Andrea asked if it is ok 

for the Lohman’s to do the tree work.  The council said a bonded and insured tree company, such as AAA 

Tree Service, needs to perform the work. 

 

Jake said that he got an affidavit from the City of Moscow on his water hours and that he is about 80 

hours away from the 1600 required.  Jake’s OIT (Operator in Training) License will automatically role 

over to a Class 1 Distribution License when he completes his 1600 hours.  He will be able to take the test 

for his Class 1 Treatment License in December. 

 

Jake has not started any wastewater licensing.  He can send in the application for the water license in 

October, the board should review it in November and he should be able to get his water certification in 

December 2016. 

 

Idaho Rural Water Association has offered to be the responsible licensed party for the city and for 

supervising Jake’s water and sewer hours and signing the DMR reports.  The fee will be $100/month per 

license plus $65/hour for actual hours.  The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) requires 3 

licenses for the City of Kendrick.  Fred Argelan will supervise the wastewater and will visit Jake about 

once a month.  IRWA sent a contract to the city.  We will have Will review the contract and if it is ok, the 

city will proceed with IRWA.  Sarah made a motion with Dale seconding to authorize Mark to sign the 

contract after our attorney approves it.  All were in favor. 

 

Mark received a quote from Elan for $2700 for one speed sign.  The city needs to get the specification 

from Idaho Transportation Department before we can order the sign.  Jake called Nick Rallas, road 

supervisor.  We need to get a permit for the right-of-way from ITD and we believe the sign has to have a 

break away base.  Mark asked Jake to email him the contract information.  Sarah made a motion with 

Matt seconding to purchase the speed sign if ITD approves the Elan sign.  Sarah, Matt and Dale voted yes 

with Paul voting No.  Motion carried. 

 

Barb said she had a request from a citizen for a combination lap swim pass and water fitness pass.  They 



 

 

are currently each $35/season and a citizen asked if the city could offer a discount if a patron wanted to 

purchase both.  She also said there was a request for a punch card so patrons don’t have to take cash to the 

pool for every visit.  The council liked the idea of both, but the issue will be tabled until next pool season. 

 

The title and first paragraph of the tree ordinance was read by Mark.  It will be read at the next two 

meetings and a motion to approve it will be made at the 3rd council meeting.  There is an error in the first 

paragraph of the full ordinance and the summary that says the city will not pay for the trees in the right-

of-way, but it should read that the city will pay for maintenance of trees in the city right-of-way. 

 

Mark said that the reasons for entering into executive session are narrowly construed.  Make sure that the 

reason to enter goes under one of the lettered reasons and state the letter and reason in the motion.  Voting 

to go into an executive session doesn’t mean you agree with the issue, it just allows the council to discuss 

the issue.  No decision can be made in an executive session.  When the council comes out of executive 

session a motion or action can be taken if there was an agenda item listed after the executive session.  If 

not, the item can go on the agenda for the next council meeting. 

 

Barb informed the council of a training opportunity offered to them free of charge by Idaho Rural Water 

Association on August 29, from 6:00 – 8:00 PM in Lewiston.  IRWA highly encouraged the council and 

mayor to attend this training to understand their roles and responsibilities.  Let Barb know if you would 

like to attend. 

 

There is a Pool Fundraiser and Summer Night in the Park on Friday, July 22, at 5:30. 

 

Barb asked if there were any items the council would like to see in the budget for FY2017.  The council 

would like to see $1500 for tree removal, money to have Steve Howerton on contract to assist Jake if 

needed and $500/month for IRWA split between water and sewer. 

 

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT:  

 

Jake said that the Army Corps of Engineers will be coming on August 30, for the levy inspection.  The 

city needs to receive an acceptable rating. 

 

The trail needs a bank stabilization repair for the sluff off.  The city needs to ask the JK Recreation 

District how much of this they will pay for.  The repair project is estimated at around $10,000. 

 

The pool was having issues with the chlorine running high.  They replaced a sensor and ordered a new 

reader board.  The water leak in the pool has slowed to 1 – 1½” a day. 

 

They replaced the sewer line at 111 N. 9th Street last week.  When the sewer line was originally installed, 

the contractor didn’t bring the line out far enough and it has caused problems for years.  Most of the line 

was on the city street.  The city paid for all of the costs for this line replacement, but if there are any 

issues in the future, it will be the property owner’s responsibility to pay for the repairs. 

 

The sewer lagoon project is progressing well.  Stuart said they had a construction meeting today.  The 

drain going around the lagoon is done.  The entire project should be completed by December.  There are 

two aerators from 1999 and Stuart asked the city if they wanted to sell them.  The city originally paid 

$12,369, but they are not scheduled to be used any longer.  They are probably worth about $2000 each.  

Declare them as surplus at the August meeting.  Stuart said he has a city or water district that may be 

interested in purchasing them. 

 



 

 

Jake said that he scheduled dust coating on the road by the high school football field and on Hill Street on 

August 5.   

 

Jake asked if he could register for the IRWA conference in September and make a hotel reservation.  The 

council said yes.   

 

Matt told Jake he was doing a good job. 

 

TREASURERS REPORT: 

 

Barb reviewed the cash flow report.  As of June 30, we have $502,591.96 in all combined accounts.  Barb 

reviewed the checks received for the month of June that are on the monthly Cash Flow Report.  Revenue 

received was $1263 from Community Block Grants, $2366.21 from Property Taxes, $239.34 from 

Highway to City, $2301 from State Liquor Revenue, $90 from Fire Hall Rent, $40 from Latah County for 

water meter tampering case, and $3355 from RV Park Rent. 

 

Barb said the RV Park is at 310% of the budgeted revenue.   As of June 30, the RV Park has received 

$21,680 in revenue.  Expenses have been $5179.90.  This is a profit of $16,500, not including employee 

labor.  The City was randomly selected for an audit by the State of Idaho for Unemployment Insurance.  

The city clerk will either need to spend at least a day gathering the copying information or an auditor will 

come and spend a day at city hall.  The city clerk will be on vacation Thursday – Monday, August 1.  

Payroll will be process on Tuesday, August 2. 

 

The council did not want the outstanding utility debt at 702 Wheeler to be sent as a lien to Latah County 

since the property sold.  The city needs to look at other options to collect the debt from the previous 

property owner either through small claims court or through a collection agency.  Mark will inquire into 

these options. 

 

Steve asked if there was an update on the Heinemann property.  Barb said she had not received an update 

from Will and she will email him again to check the status. 

 

At 8:45 Dale made a motion to go into Executive Session in accordance with Idaho Code 74-206(1) (b) 

To consider the evaluation, dismissal or disciplining of, or to hear complaints or charges brought against, 

a public officer, employee, staff member or individual agent, or public school student; 

Sarah seconded the motion.  A roll-call vote was taken.  Dale - yes, Matt - yes, Paul - yes, Sarah - yes  

The city staff was excused for the evening. 

 

At 9:14 Sarah made a motion with Dale seconding to adjourn the executive session and return to the 

regular session. 

 

At 9:15 Sarah made a motion with Dale seconding to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor.   

 

 

       ___________________________________ 

ATTEST:      Mark Lapinskas, Mayor  

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Clerk/Treasurer 


